Lesson Topic: Multiple Perspectives in The Outsiders 
   
      Grade Level: 8th

Length of Lesson: 50 Minutes


        Designed by: Craig Zimanske
	Stage 1 – Desired Results
	

	Content Standard(s):
8.4.6.6    Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the    

              audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create 

              such effects as suspense or humor.

8.5.6.6    Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the   

              author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.


	

	Understanding (s)/goals
Students will understand:

* Stories can be viewed from more than one perspective.

* That looking at things from others’ perspective can bring about a new, more complete understanding of a person or situation.


	Essential Question(s):
* From what different perspectives can you view a text?

* Why is it important to consider multiple perspectives when looking at a situation?

	Student objectives (outcomes):
Students will be able to:

* Consider The Outsiders from various characters’ perspectives.

* Understand the socioeconomic dissonance between the Greasers and the Socs.

* Demonstrate empathy toward others by looking at situations from their perspective.


	

	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence
	

	Performance Task(s):
Students will take the Chapter 4 Quiz.


	Other Evidence:
Students will complete a “You Be the Judge” worksheet to show they are looking at the story from multiple perspectives. They will partake in class discussion.



	Stage 3 – Learning Plan
	

	Learning Activities:
Materials and Resources: 17 quizzes (one per student), 17 “You Be the Judge” Worksheets (one per student), 17 Copies of The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, Pencils (student provided). 

1. Take Quiz – 5 Minutes

* Students will take a five-question quiz on Chapter 4 which they have read for today. See attached quiz sheet.

2. “You Be the Judge” Worksheet – 10 Minutes

*Students will receive a worksheet asking them to consider some events in the book from different points of view (their own, and three characters from the novel). This activity should stress the importance of seeing events and ideas from different viewpoints. It will ask their opinions on events in the book, and what they think should happen next. See attached worksheet.

3. Discuss Different Viewpoints – 10 Minutes

* Begin the discussion by going over the worksheet. Begin by asking the students how they saw the events. Then go through each character question by question, and ask for students to volunteer their ideas. Once the worksheet is finished, have a more open discussion about the two different groups in this novel. How would other Socs see the events? What would they want to happen? What about the Greasers? Why do you think these things? What events from the novel support your ideas? How does the larger idea of socioeconomics play into the characters’ opinions?

4. Begin Reading Chapter 5 Aloud – 25 Minutes

* Students should now begin reading Chapter 5 aloud in class, popcorn-style. Ask who would like to start reading. Then toss a light ball to the volunteering student, instructing them to read a paragraph (or as large of chunk as they are comfortable with) and then toss the ball to another student who volunteers to read the next paragraph. Continue until the end of class

5. Homework – Assign

* Read up through the “Nothing Gold Can Stay” poem in Chapter 6 for tomorrow.

Additional Resources Used:

                    Castellini, Mary. Personal interview. 26 Apr. 2011.

                    Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders. New York: Puffin, 1997. Print.


	


	Do you think Johnny is guilty?

Why?


	
	
	
	

	Do you think the situation could be avoided?

Why?
	
	
	
	

	What caused this situation to happen?


	
	
	
	

	What should happen to Johnny?


	
	
	
	

	What should happen to Ponyboy?


	
	
	
	

	Why do you think this? (Examples from book)
	
	
	
	


You be the judge… From each character’s point of view, answer these questions.

The Outsiders – Chapter Four Quiz
1. Who stopped Ponyboy and Johnny in the park?

a. The Fuzz
b. Socs

c. Dally

d. Darry and Soda caught up to them

2. What type of car were the people who stopped Johnny and Ponyboy driving?

a. Police car
b. Taxi cab
c. Mustang
d. A hot “stolen car
e. Motorcycle

3. What happened to Bob?

4. Who did the two boys know they could “count on”?

5. What did the person from the above question tell/do to the boys?

